
Health Law and Policy Clinic (3 credits)    

University of Akron School of Law 

Faculty:  Marie B. Curry, J.D., M.P.H. 

 

Interested students please contact: Alyssa Benedict O’Brien, ab139@uakron.edu, for an application 

ASAP.  Class size is limited. 

The Health Law and Policy Clinic (HLPC) is located at Community Legal Aid in downtown Akron.  

Clinic students will participate in Legal Aid’s medical-legal partnership, called the Health, Education, 

Advocacy, and Law (HEAL) Project, which partners with University of Akron Nursing Center for 

Community Health, Akron Children’s Hospital, and Summa Health System’s Women’s Health Center.  

The HEAL Project integrates lawyers (as well as paralegals and students) into the health care team 

(which includes doctors, nurses, psychologists, social workers, counselors, and other professionals) 

to resolve legal problems that are barriers to health.   

Medical Legal Partnerships incorporate individual client representation with practice 

transformation and systemic policy work.  The HEAL Project provides individual assistance to 

patients of its three health care partners.  It also trains doctors and lawyers to use legal care to 

improve patient health, thereby transforming both the practice of medicine and of law. Systemic 

work of the HEAL project organically arises from the health policy issues at stake on a local, state, 

and national level. 

Each health care setting offers unique patient needs.  Akron Children’s patients often need 

assistance with housing conditions and education.  UA Nursing Center patients seek advance 

directives and simple wills.  Women’s Health Center patients may request assistance with public 

benefits, consumer debt, and evictions.  Clinic students will interview potential clients and 

determine what problems they face.  Following at least weekly meetings with their supervisors, 

they will provide assistance to clients by advancing case progress along the available legal paths.  

As part of medical practice transformation, the HEAL team is joined for several hours each month 

by a pediatric resident during the community medicine rotation. Clinic students have the 

opportunity to participate in that learning experience. Clinic students participate in legal practice 

transformation by working with Legal Aid lawyers outside the HEAL team on HEAL cases that 

require expertise beyond the team’s capacity. 

Current systemic policy issues include (1) state level implementation of the Affordable Care Act 

through affordable access to the Marketplace and meaningful access to Medicaid; (2) state-level 

design and implementation of the Comprehensive Care Model in a manner that incorporates the 

consumer and patient voice; (3) development of strategy for addressing policy-level concerns in K-

12 education; (4) completion of the State and Community Health Assessments and Health 

Improvement Plans; (5) reduction of racial and other health education disparities; and (6)  

implementation of a Health in All Policies approach in Summit County. 

Textbook:  Poverty, Health and Law:  Readings and Cases for Medical-Legal Partnership Edited by: 

Elizabeth Tobin Tyler, Ellen Lawton, Kathleen Conroy, Megan Sandel, Barry S. Zuckerman 
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