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My landlord is suing me. How is that different from my
eviction?
The first step is to understand what your landlord is suing you for.
Landlords can sue for eviction, but they can also sue you for money you owe them or any
damage they say you did to the property. These may show up in your court papers as a “first
cause” and a “second cause.”
The court has to decide on these two things separately. So, just because you’re evicted, it
doesn’t mean you owe your landlord the money they’re asking for. Some courts will decide both
these things in one hearing, and others will schedule separate hearings.
If your landlord is suing you for money (remember, this is called a “second cause” in your court
papers), you have to file an answer with the court. This is a legal form that explains why you do
or do not owe the money your landlord is asking for. You can download a sample here to file with
your court.
You need to file your answer within 28 days, but you can also ask the court for more time, if you
need it. To ask for more time, you need to file a different form called a “continuance.” If you don’t
file the right paperwork in time, the court can decide to tell you to pay all the money your landlord
is asking for. Download a sample here to file with your court.
Remember: The eviction process moves very quickly, and it’s important that you don’t miss any
dates or deadlines. So if you move at any point during this process, make sure the court and your
attorney have your new address, so you keep getting paperwork on time.
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